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  - Funding Protects Hudson Valley Families, Reduces Local Tax Burden -

  Washington, DC - U.S. Rep. John Hall (D-Dover) voted yesterday to provide Hudson Valley
firefighters with the tools and resources they need to prevent and fight fires, and keep American
communities safe. The Fire Grants Reauthorization Act invests in vital firefighter assistance
programs that allow local fire departments to provide training, purchase equipment and
vehicles, and hire personnel. The legislation passed the House today by a vote of 395 to 31.
 
 
  

The bipartisan legislation authorizes a total of $2.2 billion a year in grants for local municipalities
to upgrade crucial equipment and maintain adequate levels of personnel. It also makes it easier
for local fire departments to access these critical funds by lowering matching requirements and
modifying time commitments.

"This bill provides critical funding to safeguard Hudson Valley families, homes and
communities," Congressman Hall said. "At a time when so many cities, towns and villages are
facing budget shortfalls and cuts to basic services, these grants are essential to supporting local
services and reducing the local tax burden."

In 2008, more than $830,000 in Fire Grants came to Hudson Valley local Fire Districts. The
grants supported the purchase of fire department vehicles and firefighter personal safety
equipment, as well as supporting firefighter recruitment and training.

"Career and volunteer firefighters in the Hudson Valley firefighters need the best in training and
equipment to keep our community safe," Hall said. "This bill helps prevent equipment and
training from getting cut from the budgets of our cash strapped local governments."

Hudson Valley communities rely on our firefighters as first responders during emergencies as
well as preventing and fighting fires. Their local resources are stretched too thin and this federal
support will improve public safety. This legislation will give our fire departments the critical
resources they need to address these threats.

The bill has the support of the International Association of Fire Chiefs, the International
Association of Fire Fighters, the National Volunteer Fire Council, the National Fire Protection
Association, and the Congressional Fire Services Institute.
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